2008 and 2012 had dryer than normal conditions across the CONUS with sustained heat during the summer. These years also saw a quick dissipation of winter snow packs leaving vulnerable conditions in the West. Summer 2009 weather patterns featured low pressure systems and cool temperature over the Central US with high pressure and above-normal warmth in the West and southern states. The Northwest in particular experienced record highs with Seattle reaching 103 in July and Phoenix recoding its hottest August till that year. For fire season 2010 the Western U.S. had a persistent pattern of low pressure troughs producing a very cool spring and wetter than normal conditions. However, the South East U.S. in 2010 had a hotter than normal spring and summer months. Strong westerly flow dominated the spring pattern across the U.S. in 2011, effectively splitting the country between cold to the north and west and warm to the south and east. Temperatures were generally below normal across the most the US except the South Central (Texas, Louisiana, Arizona region).
Fire seasons explained in detail
2008 and 2012 had dryer than normal conditions across the CONUS with sustained heat during the summer. These years also saw a quick dissipation of winter snow packs leaving vulnerable conditions in the West. Summer 2009 weather patterns featured low pressure systems and cool temperature over the Central US with high pressure and above-normal warmth in the West and southern states. The Northwest in particular experienced record highs with Seattle reaching 103 in July and Phoenix recoding its hottest August till that year. For fire season 2010 the Western U.S. had a persistent pattern of low pressure troughs producing a very cool spring and wetter than normal conditions. However, the South East U.S. in 2010 had a hotter than normal spring and summer months. Strong westerly flow dominated the spring pattern across the U.S. in 2011, effectively splitting the country between cold to the north and west and warm to the south and east. Temperatures were generally below normal across the most the US except the South Central (Texas, Louisiana, Arizona region).
Representativeness challenges are present whenever gridded predictions from a deterministic model are compared to observed data at a point in time and space, as deterministic models calculate the average outcome over a grid for a given set of conditions, while the stochastic component (e.g. sub-grid variations) embedded in the observations is not accounted for. These issues are somewhat mitigated for the comparisons made here, since observations from the IMPROVE network are daily averages, while the CASTNet observations are weekly averages and mostly measuring secondary products. The longer temporal averaging helps reduce the impact of stochastic processes, which can have a large impact on shorter (e.g. hourly) periods of observation. 
